vi                     AUTHOR'S PREFACE

The mutual relations betweenHhe headquarters of the
First and Second Armies were as helpful as possible.
Where opinions differed each stood by its own, and it
is for future historians to inquire which party had the
greater reason on its side. The general situation after
the necessary "regrouping"* of the German .Western
Army seemed by no means unfavourable, inasmuch as
the political and strategic objectives of the war became
limited to taking the greatest possible advantage of the
strategic weakness of the enemy. To discover where
this lies is the principal duty of the supreme command
in war.
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